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Another method adopted by the suffragettes to call
public attention to their grievances was to break the glass
panes of large London shop windows. Mrs. Besant was
always keen on woman obtaining her proper place in the
scheme of things, and though she did not support the
breaking of shop windows, she supported the movement,
There were arrests of prominent suffragettes and there were
hungerstrikes and forcible feedings in jails. A cry was raised
for their better treatment and Mrs. Besant also wrote some
strong paragraphs in her Jheosophist. Thus we see that the
grievances regarding political rights and treatment of politi-
cal prisoners are not confined to my country alone ls1 !

It is a surprising thing that the demand of these suffra-
gettes was only for the suffrage, /.e., a right to vote for and
be returned to Parliament so that they could influence the
legislature to pass equitable laws for women. Mrs. Emmeline
Pankhurstla2, and her daughters, Christabel and Sylvia ls3, were
keen suffragettes and suffered much for the cause. The latter
started a weekly paper called the tc Suffragette ", which was
issued every Friday afternoon. I spent every Friday afternoon
between lunch and tea at the University Union at Cambridge
writing letters home and used to post these letters at the
town Post Office just in time to catch the weekly
mail boat to India. I always saw an elderly spectacled lady
^selling this paper just outside the post office at that hour and
invariably purchased a copy from her. It may perhaps
amuse my readers if I say that as a protest to the usual
shop-keepers' system of having beautiful girls to sell their
goods, the suffragettes posted perhaps one of the ugliest